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ALEXANDBIA
ALEXANDRIA, egypt, an ancient city
and seaport, at the northwest angle of the
Nile delta, on a ridge of land between the
sea and Lake Mareotis. Ancient Alexandria
was founded by, and named in honor of,
Alexander the Great, in 332 B. a It was
long a great and splendid city, not only the
center of commerce between the Bast and
West, but also of Greek learning and civil-
ization, and had a population at one time of
perhaps 1,000,000. It was especially cele-
brated for its great library (see alexan-
drian library) and also for its famous
lighthouse, one of the wonders of the world
(see pharos). Under Roman rule it was
the second city of the Empire, and when
Constantinople became the capital of the
East it still remained the chief center of
trade; but it received a blow from which it
never recovered when it was captured by
Amru, general of Caliph Omar, in 641, after
a siege of fourteen months. Its ruin was
finally completed by the discovery of the
passage to India by way of the Cape of Good
Hope, which opened up a new route for
the Asiatic trade.
Modern Alexandria is built on a peninsula
which was formerly the island of Pharos.
It is divided into two parts, one of which
is inhabited by Mohammedans and the other
by Europeans. The latter portion is the
better built, and it is here that the finest
houses are situated, and also the principal
shops and hotels, banks and offices of com-
panies. This part of the city is supplied
with gas, and with water brought by the
Mahmudieh Canal from the western branch
of the Nile. Alexandria is connected by
railway with Cairo, Eosetta and Suez. A
little to the south of the city are the cata-
combs, which now serve as a quarry; other
relies of antiquity are Pompey's Pillar,
ninety-eight feet nine inches high, and a
palace built by Mohammed AIL
Alexandria has two ports, with fine docks
and other accommodations. It is one of the
chief commercial ports on the Mediterra-
nean and the great emporium of Egypt.
The trade of Alexandria is large and varied,
the exports being cotton, beans, peas, rice,
wheatj the imports, chiefly manufactured
goods. At the beginning of the nineteenth
century Alexandria was an insignificant
place of 5,000 or 0,000 inhabitants. The
origin of its more recent prosperity it owes
to Mohammed Ali. In 1882 the insurrection
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of Arabi Pasha and the massacre of Euro-
peans led to the intervention of the British
and the bombardment of the forts by the
British fleet. When the British entered the
city they found the finest parts of it sacked
and in flames, but the damage was repaired.
Population in 1907, 332,246; in 1927 census,
573,000.
ALEXANDRIA, la., founded in 1819, is
the parish (county) town of Rapides Parish,
194 miles northwest of New Orleans and 123
miles southeast of Shreveport. The first
railroad was built to the city in 1880; now
the Texas & Pacific, the Saint Louis, Iron
Mountain & Southern, the Southern Pacific,
the Rock Island, the Louisiana & Arkansas
and others of lesser note provide transporta-
tion.
The business interests include principally
the manufacture of lumber and cottonseed
products, railroad shops and iron foundries.
The output of lumber products is about
$7,000,000 yearly, the city being in the cen-
ter of a vast yellow pine district. There are
a large number of fine buildings. The com-
mission form of government was adopted in
1913. Population, 1920, 17,510; in 1930,
23,025.
ALEXANDRIA, va., the county seat of
Alexandria County, on the Southern, the
Pennsylvania, the Baltimore & Ohio, the At-
lantic Coast Line, the Seaboard Air Line and
the Chesapeake & Ohio railroads, and on
the Potomac River, 100 miles from its mouth
and six miles below Washington. The har-
bor is here a mile wide, and sea-going ves-
sels come up to the city. There is a large
and increasing trade, and the manufactures
include shoes, flour, machinery, fertilizers,
glass, thread and chemicals.
Alexandria was settled in 1695 as Belhaven,
was organized under its present name in
1742, and was incorporated in 1779. One of
its most cherished buildings is the old Christ
Church, to which George Washington came
regularly from Mount Vernon, a few miles
farther south, to worship. Population, 1920,
18,060; in 1930, 24,149.
ALEXANDRIAN AGE, that period of
Greek literature and learning that existed at
Alexandria in Egypt during the three hun-
dred years that the rule of the Ptolemies
lasted (323-30 b. c.)> and continued under
the Roman supremacy. Ptolemy Soter
founded the famous library of Alexandria,
and Ms son, Philadelphia, established a

